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Generally, a court of one state has no authority to modify, vacate, or annul the judgment or 
decree of a court of another state or country. 


Generally, a court of one state has no authority to modify, vacate, or annul the judgment or decree 
of a court of another state or country. ! In this regard, the Federal Constitution requires one state 


to give full faith and credit to a judgment rendered in a court of another state.” 


Additionally, under the doctrine of comity, the courts of a state will recognize and enforce valid 
judgments rendered by a foreign court, provided the state's own citizens are not unfairly prejudiced 


thereby and a state's public policies are not impaired.” The determination whether to grant comity 
to an order of a foreign court is not a matter of the ultimate viability of the underlying claim in the 
foreign jurisdiction but, rather, whether the substantive law of the foreign jurisdiction as addressed 
and expressed in the foreign court's order is in terms of moral standards, societal values, personal 
rights, and public policy reasonably comparable to that of the state being asked to recognize and 
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enforce the order.* For example, a state court does not act improperly in failing to recognize an ex 


parte divorce entered by a religious magistrate in a foreign nation where neither party is domiciled 


if to do so would frustrate or make vain state laws regulating and limiting divorce.’ 


One state may set aside another state's judgment where it is shown that the court lacked jurisdiction 


or that the judgment was procured through fraud.° In addition, a state court can modify a foreign 
judgment registered in the state, to the extent such modification is permitted in the state of 


rendition.” 


Parallel suits. 


In the situation of parallel proceedings in two different states, once a final judgment is reached in 


one ofthe actions, principles of full faith and credit,’ comity, issue preclusion, and claim preclusion 


dictate that the second forum is obligated to respect the prior adjudication, so that even if both 


proceedings continue there should be only one judgment recognized in both forums.” 
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